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Tell us about yourself?   What are your hobbies or interests?
I am 19 years old and alumni of Glen Ridge High School. Currently I am a sopho-
more and play hockey at the University of Scranton. My major is accounting. I 
enjoy playing sports and hanging with the bros. 

Do you have any siblings? Do they play ice hockey?
I have two younger siblings. My sister Caroline and brother Eric who is a forward 
for Verona hockey.

How long have you been playing ice hockey? Tell us what youth teams 
and levels you played? 
I have been playing hockey ever since 5 years old. I have played my club hockey 
at Montclair Hockey Club, squirt B through midget AA. 

How did you get started playing?  What position do you play?
As a child I would watch the NY Rangers with my dad and played basement hock-
ey with my brother. My ýrst team was an in-house Flyers team at Clary Anderson 
Arena in Montclair.  I have been defenseman for as long as I can remember.   

Who was your greatest hockey inþuence as you grew up?
I would have to say on the ice Brian Leetch. Off the ice it was my dad who really 
kept me into the game of hockey. He would take me to the 6 am practices, Rang-
ers games, and always let me enjoy the game, never pressuring me to do too 
much. If it wasn’t for him I probably would be playing basketball or some other 
winter sport.

Have you participated in any special off-ice training programs?
Besides off-season lifting, not really. I like to take my mind of hockey at some 
points by playing other sports. It keeps me in good shape without the wear and 
tear of hockey season.  I feel that athletes tend to have mental lapses when their 
sport becomes too much of the same thing whether it’s repetitive practice or too 
many games. 

Do you have a hero?
Not one in particular. I like to look up to various people such as my parents and 
grandparents; people who have experienced it all.  I also try to take after some 
NHL players like Messier, Graves, and Leetch who show a lot of leadership on and 
off the ice. Different people give me motivation at certain times. 

Who was your favorite coach on youth teams prior to High School and 
why?
Jeff Costello was my Bantam coach. Not only did he have a good sense of hockey 
knowledge, he made practice and games fun. He also put the game of hockey into 
perspectives that I feel a lot of other coaches’ miss. 
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What was the most exciting game you have ever played 
in?
Recently we upset the ACHA #10 ranked University of Rhode 
Island. It was an exciting  back and forth game and I scored 
my ýrst goal of my ACHA college career. However the game I 
will never forget was Squirt AA State Championship game. We 
were not the favorites against Brick and were down 5-1 go-
ing into the third period. We came back to force the game into 
three overtimes eventually winning. That Brick team featured 
James Van Riemsdyk.

Tell us about your Parents?
Both are very supportive and hardworking parents. They have 
given me a lot over the years and are great role models for 
my siblings and me. They have put in countless hours going to 
games and I would like to especially thank them for that.

Do you play other sports? If so, which ones and which 
do you like better?
I played soccer, hockey, and lacrosse at Glen Ridge High 
School. I liked each one of my sports the same and got ex-
cited for every season. However hockey is just a better sport 
and has been a lifelong sport for me. 

Which player on your current team do you have the 
most respect for?
Jerry Malanga, he has been a good captain and motivates the 
team to work hard. 

What inþuenced your decision to attend the University 
of Scranton? 
I wanted to attend a smaller school somewhat close to home 
and a place where I could possibly play hockey.  The Jesuit 
way of education also played an important factor in my deci-
sion. 

What is your major?
Major is accounting and minor in ýnance.

Tell us about the Scranton ice hockey program?
ACHA  division 1 and 2 teams. Try-outs feature around 75 
players. We practice twice a week with two games on week-
ends. Some of the teams we play include Rhode Island, 
Lehigh, Drexel, Townsend, Navy, and Penn State. We have a 
good program here with good coaches. 

Can you describe what it is like playing for Coach 
Fitzgerald?
He is a great coach and does a lot for the hockey program. He 
really takes care of his players and is a pleasure to have as a 
coach.

Who are your favorite role models?
My parents are the ones who I really look up to.

Do you view yourself as a role model for younger players?
Yeah I would hope so. I certainly hope that I made a good im-
pression in high school particularly to my brother and sister.




