
COMING TO AN END...
March 3, 2010

My ýrst post was about how Iôve experienced a lot of ólastsô 
this season.  Well now, in what will be one of my ýnal posts, 
things are really coming to an end.  Over the next ten days, 
at some point, I will have my last high school practice, game, 
pass, hit, shot, stride, and shift.  

Itôs a little scary.  Over the summer, I was helping out at our 
coachôs youth goalie clinics as a shooter and he introduced me 
to his two sons who had both played four years at Randolph 
and been captainôs as seniors.  They told me to enjoy it because 
it goes fast.  It really did go fast, even though I tried to con-
vince myself that it wouldnôt. 

The end is near, although it bring me great pain to get my-
self to say it.  Thereôs only one way to go out as a senior, and 
while it may sound clich®, it is true.  After the season is over, 
I should be able to look at my teammates and know that I did 
everything I could to make this season as successful as pos-
sible.  

Not everyone will get to The Rock and win a state champion-
ship, but every senior in the state should be able to say they 
never quit and ýnished the season the right way. 
 
-Steve
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DON’T COUNT US OUT...
February 15, 2010

The state cutoff was today and it was a busy weekend for us, mak-
ing up two snowed out games from December.  We beat St. John 
Vianney, tied a very good Knolls team and a Jefferson team that 
has been playing very well as of late.  Itôs do or die right now and 
there is no going backwards.  Before every game we say that it is 
a playoff game because at this point every game matters that much 
more.  Certain games matter to our conýdence more than others.  
We wonôt see Jefferson again this season, but there is a possibil-
ity weôll see Morris Knolls two more times, in states and Mennen 
Cup.  That tie made us believe we can play with the best publics in 
the state, if we play our best, and that we shouldnôt be counted out 
come March.  It was a big one for us.    

I think it was a good, physical game that was fun to watch.  For 
some reason though, our schoolôs administration ýnds it neces-
sary to stop the fans from having any fun.   From what Iôve heard, 
they threatened to throw kids out for overþowing a row and hav-
ing more than one kid standing in a row per seat.  Kids just want 
to sit with their friends.  Not that big of a deal.  Also, they wonôt 
let the fans move from one side of the ice to the other to be in our 
offensive zone.  Students are also afraid to cheer in fear theyôll be 
removed from the arena.  Itôs almost silent in the crowd.  I donôt 
know why the school feels the need to do this, but the crowds are 
nowhere near as rambunctious and loud as they used to be.     
      
-Steve
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DO OR DIE...
February 3, 2010

This week is huge for us.  Weôve got Chatham on Thursday and Kin-
nelon on Saturday.  Weôve currently just two games above .500 and itôs 
do or die for us at this point, especially for the seniors.  

Over the past couple of years the seniors have really stepped up in Feb-
ruary and started to carry everyone else deep into March.  So far this 
season, I have yet to step up and play like the seniors and captains of 
the past.  We have faced a lot of adversity this season; thereôs no doubt-
ing that.  However, that is no excuse for us to sit down and give up on 
this year.  I may never play competitive hockey again and I am certainly 
not going to go out on a bad note after the success my teams have had 
through the Rec program and through high school.  I wonôt let it happen 
and I hope that all the other seniors wonôt let it happen either. 

This team is certainly capable of doing great things if we stay focused 
and play our game.  When I look back at my senior season in 30 years, 
I donôt want to look at a sub .500 record and see no state tournament 
appearance.  Thatôs what Iôll remember.  Not that we lost our starting 
goalie and a strong forward before the season and not that we lost a cou-
ple close games to Knolls and Pingry by a goal.  All I will remember is 
that I let my team and this program down by not stepping up and taking 
this team into March.  

On another note, I was accepted into my ýrst college choice, Penn State 
University Park, and I will be going in the fall.  I have not decided on 
whether I will try out for the club hockey  team (they have D I and D II 
club) but it is certainly an option.
 
-Steve
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DOING THE RIGHT THINGS...
January 13, 2010

Last week we ýnally got back to playing our game with wins over 
Chatham and Ramsey.  We were physical, determined, and played 
well in ýve out of those six periods and are starting to get on a roll 
again. 

Thatôs as far as I got when I began to write this on Monday night.  
On Tuesday night, we went completely backwards and everything 
in those last two sentences goes out the window.

Every time we take a step forward we take one back within the 
next week.  Against Ramsey we won every loose puck and wanted 
it a lot more than them.   Against Kinnelon tonight, we showed 
no heart and didnôt want it.  This program has had success in the 
past because of the desire the players have had, and we have not 
showed that consistently this season.  At times it seems like we 
canôt be denied anything and played like we did in March of ô09, 
and at other times we showed as much heart as we show on a 9:30 
Friday night Colonial game at Sport-o-Rama. 

We need to start doing the right things and building off them:  not 
doing the right things then forgetting them and making the same 
mistakes over and over again.        
 

-Steve
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EARLY ON...
January 3, 2010

The season is quite young, and weôre already hearing about previews of 
the Mennen Cup and Public A ýnals.  Hockey season is longer than any 
other, and yet teams are already being written off while others are being 
put on a pedestal.  Weôve played only ýve games and had three can-
celled due to weather.  At times, weôve played our game and had suc-
cess.  However, we have not played a three period game and have col-
lapsed at certain points.  Last year, we started 1-1-1, scoring only three 
goals in three games.  We then hit a rough patch in January, going on a 
two game losing streak by falling to Mendham and Brick Memorial.  At 
that point, many skeptics thought we would fold, but we wound up get-
ting hot at the right time and making a run in the state tournament.  

As always, the NJ.com Forum has a decent amount of good informa-
tion, but some self promoting, unsubstantial posters as well.  I have no 
idea who those people are; could be players, fans, parents, JV players, 
anybody really.  A lot of people talk up their teams early on in the year, 
but when the playoffs come around itôs a whole different story.  Itôs too 
early in the season to start making judgments on teams.  Even the end 
of January is too early to write anyone off.  All it takes is a hot goalten-
der and some lucky bounces to win a couple  games, so you just never 
know what will happen.   Weôve played ýve games and have over twen-
ty to goðletôs give it some time before we start handing out titles that 
are won in late February and March.   

-Steve
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HIGH EXPECTATIONS...
November 30, 2009

The opening week of the season is a lot of fun, but itôs nerve-
wracking as well.  Everyone in school asks how the team will do 
and expects us to repeat what we did in 2009.  During class, I usu-
ally draw little stick ýgures with hockey sticks and pucks because 
Princeton Day School is the only thing on my mind.  These games 
are very tension ýlled, especially for players dressing for their ýrst 
varsity game.  

Last year, we opened on December 3rd against Knolls.  We had 
seven players who had never dressed for a game this important, let 
alone stepped on the ice.  It was an eight oôclock start time and Iôm 
pretty sure we didnôt get on the ice until about nine.  The whole 
team was very wound up and really laid an egg in the ýrst period.  
After all the jitters were out, we got back to our game and kept it 
going throughout the season.  

This year, most of our players have some experience at the var-
sity level and are more comfortable than they were a season ago.  
Weôve gotten more accustomed to the pressure coming from the 
students at Randolph and the New Jersey hockey community.  Liv-
ing up to high expectations is much harder than being an underdog, 
but to get back to where we want to be, we have to rise to the occa-
sion.  It starts in the ýrst week of December with PDS and Knolls, 
and hopefully we can keep it going all the way through March. 

-Steve
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LOTS OF LASTS...
November 18, 2009

There has been a lot of lasts for me this fall.  I had my last travel prac-
tice last week and my last travel game a few days ago.  November 15th 
had a signiýcant meaning for the last time.  The high school season 
hasnôt even started and I am starting to realize that this could very well 
be my last year of competitive hockey.  A select few group of seniors 
will be moving on to faster games and bigger crowds at the college 
level, but for now, weôre all working really hard and focusing on our 
last season of high school hockey.  

At tryouts, most kids had a certain intensity I havenôt had over the past 
couple months in their travel games.  I was surprised to see a lot of 
physical play and kids really busting it in every single drill and sprint.  
The most interesting part about it is that everyone was doing it almost 
subconsciously.   A few players said they were shocked by how winded 
they were because their travel practices had been just as hard as tryouts.  
The only reason they were so worn out after the skate was because they 
had been trying to show how much better theyôve gotten because they 
want to practice or play at the varsity level this season.  

At Randolph, playing varsity hockey is a pretty cool thing and some-
thing a lot of kids want to do.  Underclassmen work a lot harder to get 
a chance, and we seniors are trying to savor the last couple of months 
that we have left.  For us seniors, there will be a lot of lasts leading up 
to March, so weôre working just as hard as the underclassmen to try and 
make our ýnal season our best.  

-Steve
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